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SHELTERBOX UPDATE 
 
Myanmar Earthquake Update 
 
A 5.5M earthquake struck central Myanmar on April 13, following a devastating 7.7M quake two weeks earlier. It hit 
during the Thingyan holiday, worsening relief efforts amid ongoing aftershocks. 
The earlier quake—Myanmar’s strongest since 1912—displaced up to a million people. Many remain homeless,  
living in unsafe conditions or outdoors. In Sagaing, a third of homes collapsed. Roads, schools, hospitals, power 
lines, and water supplies have suffered severe damage. 
Aid is arriving but remains insufficient. People urgently need clean water, food, shelter, and medical care. A raging 
civil war complicates response efforts, restricting access and delaying assistance. Unexploded ordnance and 
heavy rains further increase risks. 
ShelterBox Response: Navigating Challenges to Deliver Aid 

ShelterBox has a dedicated response team in Bangkok working tirelessly to get aid to affected communities in 
Myanmar. Given the scale of destruction, Myanmar is the primary focus, but delivering assistance is  
exceptionally difficult due to logistical hurdles, political constraints, and ongoing security concerns. 

Even though Myanmar has requested international aid, this does not guarantee that ShelterBox or other  
humanitarian organizations will receive the necessary permissions to respond. The process of importing aid into 
Myanmar, then transporting it to devastated regions, is complex and uncertain. A major challenge is ensuring 
that any local partner assisting in the effort can operate safely amidst instability. 

Assessing Needs and Delivering Aid 

ShelterBox is assessing the best ways to support displaced families if access is secured. Aid could include: 

• Tents and tarpaulins – Providing essential shelter for those living outdoors, protecting them from heavy rain 
and intense heat. 

• Water filters – Ensuring clean drinking water in areas where supply lines are damaged. 

• Mosquito nets – Reducing the risk of mosquito-borne diseases. 

• Solar lights – Helping families navigate the darkness, especially in places where electricity remains cut off. 
For those in towns and cities who have been forced to live outside, tents could provide a temporary place to 
stay. Meanwhile, shelter repair kits, tarpaulins, and tool kits may help people rebuild homes or make damaged 
structures more secure. 

Despite these preparations, uncertainty remains. ShelterBox continues to monitor the rapidly changing situation, 
ensuring that any aid sent is effective and feasible given the restrictions. 

Stay updated on ShelterBox's work through their Facebook and Instagram pages. 

ShelterBox Advocates – Expanding in 2025 

In 2025, ShelterBox is looking to expand its team of Advocates—Rotarians who want to join a network of  
humanitarians across the country dedicated to ensuring no one is left without shelter. This role allows individu-
als to amplify the voices of people affected by disasters and conflict, raise awareness of ShelterBox’s global  
Rotary partnership, and keep clubs informed about their shared impact. 

Why It Matters 

Mike Greenslade, CEO of ShelterBox Australia, acknowledges the ongoing support from Rotary clubs,  
emphasizing that their contributions continue to make a tangible difference. In 2025, the urgency is greater than 
ever. According to the latest UN data, 120 million people have been forced from their homes due to conflicts 
and extreme weather—a number that has tripled since ShelterBox was founded 25 years ago. 

As unpredictable weather and long-running conflicts persist, the need for ShelterBox’s response grows. Having a 
ShelterBox Advocate in every club ensures the organization is ready to respond effectively when disasters strike. 

Find out more about joining the team and making an impact: https://shelterboxaustralia.org.au/volunteer/ 

 Back to Index 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshelterbox.australia%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdgexecassist%40rotarywa.au%7C1d7e2d7686ae42412ecf08dd7cc1e986%7C35d59e86dc5346eca79ea2b69333c741%7C0%7C0%7C638803894507229817%7CUnknown
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fshelterboxaus%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdgexecassist%40rotarywa.au%7C1d7e2d7686ae42412ecf08dd7cc1e986%7C35d59e86dc5346eca79ea2b69333c741%7C0%7C0%7C638803894507265086%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshelterboxaustralia.org.au%2Fvolunteer%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdgexecassist%40rotarywa.au%7C1d7e2d7686ae42412ecf08dd7cc1e986%7C35d59e86dc5346eca79ea2b69333c741%7C0%7C0%7C638803894507294036%7CUnknown%


Back to Index 

http://www.trybooking.com/CZQEY
www.trybooking.com/CZQEY


Back to Index 

April’s Cockburn Rotary Fun Quiz was filled with laughter, celebrations and happy vibes. Birthday  
celebrations, teams wearing identical shirts, and family and friends coming together added to the  
excitement. The evening was a triumph.  
 
We anticipate May 1 to be extraordinary with our Mothers Day  Fun Quiz.  
 
Thank you to all participants and the committed Rotary members who made the evening memora-
ble. 
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RSVP HERE 
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Click the link 

to buy your 
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Click here for application form and information 
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Connect In Calgary 

Embark on an exhilarating journey of connection and inspiration at the 2025 Rotary 

International Convention in Calgary! Engage in riveting discussions, learn from distin-

guished speakers, and explore enlightening breakout sessions against the backdrop 

of Calgary's picturesque beauty nestled amid the Canadian Rockies. 

Fueled by friendship and a spirit of collaboration, exchange best practices, ignite in-

novative projects, and form lifelong connections with fellow changemakers from 

around the world. 

Take part in this transformative, one-of-a-kind event and experience the Magic All 

Around at the 2025 Rotary International Convention in Calgary, Canada 21-25 June 

2025. 
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